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The specific purpose for the Committee is to educate, encourage

and promote safe inspection practices, response, intervention,
mitigation and investigation of hazardous materials incidents in

a manner that safeguards and protects the health and safety of

the emergency responder and the general public. This purpose is
achieved by conducting an annual hazardous materials workshop
known as the “Continuing Challenge Hazardous Materials Workshop.”
The Committee is comprised of government and industry emergency
response organizations promoting timely and appropriate response
to hazardous materials incidents that might occur within the
community.




The Continuing GChallenge Hazmat Workshop

On behalf of the Continuing Challenge Committee,

| want to welcome you to the 36th Annual HazMat
Workshop. Since the last HazMat Workshop California
has experienced many major hazmat incidents.

On August 19th, 2025 a Tesla semi-truck tractor
crashed and caught fire. The Fire Department used
around 50,000 gallons of water to protect the forest
from catching fire. This incident closed Interstate 80 for
15 to 18 hours.

January 2025 Los Angeles County experienced two
very large fires, the Palisades and Eaton fires. The
Palisades fire destroyed more than 6800 structures and
covered over 36 square miles. The Eaton fire destroyed
more than 9400 structures and covered 22 square
miles. One of the largest hazmat issues is the hundreds
of electric vehicles plus all the other hazardous
materials destroyed in the fires.

On January 16th, one of the largest battery storage
facilities in United States caught fire in Moss Landing,
California. The fire was contained to the building and
allowed to burn until it was safe for the Fire Department
to enter. Many people were evacuated and others were
told to shelter in place.

On February 1st, the Martinez Oil Refinery caught fire,
six employees were injured. A shelter in place was
given for the surrounding neighborhood to shelter in
place.

Hazmat incidents are always going to be an issue,
these were in California what about the other 49 states.
As you can see these incidents in California show the
different types of incidents you could be faced with.
The Continuing Challenge HazMat Workshop is
dedicated to providing you the best hazmat training
possible. Some of the benefits for you to attend The
Continuing Challenge HazMat Workshop are as follows:
You will be trained by the - best instructors in the
hazmat business.

The - exhibitors will display all kinds of safety
equipment, instruments and many new devices.

- Networking at the Challenge is one of the most
important benefits, seeing old friends and making
new ones.

The Continuing Challenge provides three lunches,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday plus dinner
Wednesday evening.

The General Store will provide you with all kinds of
merchandise for purchase. This gives you a chance
to take something home to remember your time at
the Workshop.

This year’s Continuing Challenge HazMat
Workshop will provide you with the best hazmat
training possible, give you a chance to see the
Exhibitors and see some of the latest equipment
available. You will have a chance to spend time
networking and best of all have a great time.

This is an high tech Workshop with a kick back
attitude. Please join me and the Continuing
Challenge Committee for the 36th Annual HazMat
Workshop. Looking forward to seeing you in
September 2025.

Dennis Smitiv

Chairperson
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Hazmat Workshop
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Equipment Demos and Static Equipment
Displays are located in the Front Parking Lot

2807 Live Propane Fire / Propane Emergency
Instructor Rob Scott Tuesday 7:30a.m. to 5:00p.m.
‘The WPGA Live Fire Training school is self-contained. Certified, experienced WPGA
firefighters teach the course. We bring the propane tank and all required equipment to
train the local fire departments. Each course takes about three hours; this session covers
propane's combustion characteristics, system safeguards, valving, and firefighting technique
information. The Propane Emergency Class: Is a comprehensive training program and has
been adopted by 27 state firefighter training agencies and propane marketers. It is designed to
help emergency responders develop the skills necessary to manage a propane emergency in
transportation or at fixed facilities.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

September 2 September 3 September 4 September 5 September 6
Check in: Check in: Check in: Check in:
Exhibitor Exhibitor Exhibitor Instructor
Instructor Instructor Instructor Student
Student Student Student ) Room - Maxi’s
Room - Maxi’s Room - Maxi’s Room - Maxi’s 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
6:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 6:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 6:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Check in continues Check in continues Check in continues
after lunch after lunch after lunch
LAST DAY
General Store General Store General Store General Store - Closed
by Registration (Maxi’s) Exhibitor Area Exhibitor Area
7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 7:30 a.m. - 3:30p.m.
8-hour Classes begin Opening Ceremony 4-hour Classes begin 4-hour Classes begin
7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. ¢ Keynote Speaker 2-hour Classes begin 2-hour Classes begin
e Awards Presentation 7:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 7:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
Morning Break Grand Ballroom L .
9:15 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Exhibitor Displays
Open
(Classes continue after . Exhibitor Area
lunch). Lunch is on your Morning Break & 9:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m.
own Exclusive Exhibitor ,
' Time Morning Break Morning Break
Exhibitor Area Exhibitor Area 9:15 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 9:15a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
4-hour Classes continue  4-hour Classes continue
Lunch Lungngwi)g;gmtor Lunch Lunch
(on your own) Grand Ballroom Grand Ballroom Grand Ballroom
11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Check in: Check in: Check in: Closing Ceremony
Exhibitor Exhibitor Exhibitor Grand Ballroom
Instructor Instructor Instructor 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Student Student Student
continues continues continues
Room: Maxi’s Room: Maxi’s Room: Maxi’s
1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
S_hour Classes continue EXhlbltor Displays EXthItOF DISplays
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Exhibitor Area Exhibitor Area
Open until 6:00 p.m. Open until 3:15 p.m.
4-hour Classes begin 4-hour Classes begin
2-hour Classes begin 2-hour Classes begin
1:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 1:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
Afternoon Break Afternoon Break Afternoon Break
2:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. Exhibitor Area Exhibitor Area
Y

Exhibitor, Instructor, &
Student Check in
Room - Maxi’s

3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

2:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

4-hour Classes continue
2-hour Classes begin
3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wed Evening Dinner
& “Name that
Unknown” Contest
Grand Ballroom
5:30 p.m.

2:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

4-hour Classes continue
2-hour Classes begin
3:15 pm - 5:00 p.m.
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History & Exhibitor Information

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
THROUGH THE YEARS

1990 John Eversole

1991  Capt. Michael Callan
1992  Ron Coleman

1993 Greg Noll

1994 Mr. Al Smith

1995  Gordon Graham
1996  CIliff Harvison

1997  Commander Shane Ishiki
1998  Robert Born

1999 Mike Callan

2000  Dwight Williams
2001 Michael Pritchard
2002 Phil McArdle

2003  Harry Cusick

2004  Michael Callan

2005  R. David Paulson
2006 James Lee Witt

2007  Rem Gaade

2008  Matt Krimsky

2009  Michael Callan

2010  Chief Richard Brooks
2011 Nick Vent

2012 Harold Schapelhouman
2013  Mark Neveau

2014  Michael Callan

2015  Timothy Butters
2016  Michael Pritchard
2017  Jamie Hyneman
2018  Matt Krimsky

2019  Michael Callan

2020  Tina Casola

2021 Tina Casola

2022 Jeff Dill

2023  Robert Rezende
2024  Mark Durno

Chicago Fire Department

Wallingford Fire Department

California State Fire Marshal

Reading Fire Department, Pennsylvania

Law Firm of McRae, Secrest, and Fox Atlanta, Georgia
California Highway Patrol

President, National Tank Truck Carriers, Inc.
Commanding Officer National Strike Team, U.S. Coast Guard
Special Agent FBI

Fire Training Associates

Williams Fire Suppression

Motivational Speaker

New York City Fire Department

Philadelphia Fire Department

Callan and Company Response Training

Director U.S. Fire Administration

James Lee Witt Associates

Toronto Fire Department

San Francisco Police Department

Callan and Company Response Training

Director of Emergency Services Cecil County Maryland
County of San Diego

Menlo Park Fire Protection District

Federal Coordinating Officer FEMA

Callan and Company Response Training

USDOT/Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
Motivational Speaker

American Special Effects Expert

Cal OES, California Specialized Training Institute (CSTT)
Callan and Company Response Training

First Alarm Wellness CANCELLED DUE TO Covid-19
First Alarm Wellness CANCELLED DUE TO Covid-19
Firefighter Behavioral Health Alliance (FBHA)

San Diego Fire-Rescue

Homeland Security Advisor U.S. EPA Region 5

Exhibitor Index (as of 5/5/25)
908 Devices

Agilent Technologies
Bertin Environics
Haz Tech Systems Inc

National Association of State Fire
Marshals

NES, Inc. / NCC Training
Ortec

Patriot Environmental Services
Pendar Technologies

Proengin Inc 'Hl k
Safe Environment Engineering an You

Safeware Inc.

State Fire Training to all our Instructors,

Inspectors, Responders,
Hazmat Teams, and
Exhibitors who help keep

our communities safe!

Register online at www.hazmat.org I 5



Tuesday

Full day classes, full of learning and hands-on involvement

8-Hour Classes
1:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m,

Lunch is on your own

2801 Assistant Safety Officer-
Hfagardous Materials Part 1
(o)
Mich,ael Mudgett, Brad Haldeman
This course is ‘mini-track’ connected
to Tuesday Component. This course in
hazardous Materials response for the
Assistant Safety officer complies with the
requirements for the state California's
Hazardous Substances Incident Response
Training Education Program (Gov. Code
Section 8574) CCR Title 8-Section 5192
(q) CCR Title 19-Section 2520.
Advanced. Hazardous Materials
Technician/Specialist. Must Provide a
copy of certificate.

Z802 Tactical Chemistry
Chris Weber, Dana Von Kolen

Tactical decisions at hazardous materials
emergencies are heavily influenced by the
released chemicals and their properties.
Using NFPA 470 as the framework, we
will make tactical decisions as hazardous
materials incidents fall into place using
chemical demonstrations, scenario-
based exercises, and hands-on chemical
identification exercises using a variety of
air monitoring and sample identification
equipment. We will examine the effect
of chemical class, concentration, and
complexity of mixtures on detection,
identification, and product control. The
class is highly interactive with students
leading the direction of the class as we
discuss scenarios culled from the news to
illustrate the chemistry of hazmats.

Intermediate. Hazmat Technician

Z803 Everything You Wanted to
Know About Radiation But
Were Afraid to Glow
Carl Palladino, Evan McKenzie, Zhi
Zhang, Joe Hurtado
This course consists of three sections,
lecture, hands-on exercises and review
of case studies. The lecture provides a
primer on nuclear radiation, exposure
health effects, protection methods,
decontamination, instrumentation, site
investigation protocols, and a discussion
of radiation misconceptions. The
hands-on exercises include the proper
use of radiological instrumentation
and interpretation of readings while
conducting experiments to demonstrate
nuclear radiation concepts. Finally,
several fascinating radiological

emergency case studies are reviewed.
Basic.

Z804 HAZMAT response to
lllicit Cannabis Cultivation
and Resin Extraction
Environments
Jackie Long

This HAZWOPER course is designed

to address the unique safety concerns

of personnel engaged in illicit cannabis
operations, focusing on health and
safety issues associated with cannabis
cultivation, extraction, and processing
sites. This presentation includes both
classroom instruction and hands-

on training, featuring cannabis resin

extractions as a demonstration to

offer practical insights into cannabis
operations.
Basic.

Z805 The Meter Guys “When
Meters Matter” Air Monitoring
for First Responders.

Scott Russell, Ben Bosley

The Meter Guys is an innovative

simultaneous hands-on lecture meter

training program focused on Emergency

Responders, Hazmat Personnel, and

Industrial workers. This class provides

students with the skills and competencies

on how to properly use a Multi-Gas

Meter, understand the readings, and

interpret the implications of such during

an emergency response. The Meter Guys
program is tailored to our audience,
making the information easy to grasp
and comprehend, thereby meeting

your training needs. There is no other

hands-on meter class of this caliber. Our

students will tell you so!
Basic.

Z806 Classify, Identify and Verify
using Wet Chemistry with
the Hazcat Kit Daniel Keenan,
Maria Duazo, Jon Poganski, Maria
Porciuncula Duazo

Wet Chemistry - Your best tool to

assess Hazard Classifications, RCRA

Waste Characteristics and determine

compatibility of hazardous wastes prior

to bullking. With the Hazcat Kit you can

Classify, Identify and Verify Hazardous

Materials. Learn a strategy to identify

components of commercial formulations

and mixed wastes. Attendees will use the

HazCat 2.0 System. You can learn how

to Hazcat in one day; and if you already

know your stuff, here is an opportunity

to see what is on the horizon for Field ID

of unknown substances. Get a primer for

the Name That Unknown Contest - All

Hands-On & Fun!

Basic.

Z807 Live Propane Fire / Propane
Emergency
Rob Scott
The WPGA Live Fire Training school is
self-contained. Certified, experienced
WPGA firefighters teach the course.

We bring the propane tank and all
required equipment to train the local fire
departments. Each course takes about
three hours; this session covers propane's
combustion characteristics, system
safeguards, valving, and firefighting
technique information. The Propane
Emergency Class: Is a comprehensive
training program that has been adopted
by 27 state firefighter training agencies
and propane marketers. It is designed
to help emergency responders develop
the skills necessary to manage a propane
emergency in transportation or at fixed
facilities.

Basic.

Z808 HAZWOPER 8hr Refresher
Nick Vent
To provide Hazwoper personnel
and responders with the necessary
information to safely and competently
respond within the typical resource and
capability limits at the HAZWOPER
level. Meet the OSHA HAZWOPER
training standard requirements of 29 CFR
1910.120 & Cal OSHA Title 8 CCR 5192.
Also meets OSHA s requirement for
qualifications as a first responder within
the 29 CFR 1910.120(q)(8) & Cal-OSHA
T8 CCR 5192(q)(8). Refresher certificate
will be issued by Sustainable Workplace
Alliance.
Basic. Must have taken Basic HAZWOPER
or a Hazwoper emergency response
course.

Z809 PEAC Software - Complete

Onsite Training Class

C. Scott Bunning, Kristina Escalante
This hands-on workshop will educate
students on how to most effectively use
PEAC software during incident response
and planning. This class is the equivalent to
our full-day, onsite training class available
to HAZMAT teams. We will take an in-
depth look at both the online and offline
PEAC interfaces reviewing the 4 main
functions of PEAC - Tech Ref/Research,
Facility Inventories, Modeling (plumes,
explosives, etc.) and Incident Management/
ICS. Upon completion students will know
how to access, use, and distribute the data
included in PEAC, and how to apply the
calculation and situational analysis tools to
their response operations.

Basic.

Assistant Safety Officer-
Hazardous Materials
3 days Tuesday Z801, Thursday T458, and
Friday F412. This course in hazardous
Materials response for the Assistant Safety
officer complies with the requirements
for the state California‘s Hazardous
Substances Incident Response Training
Education Program (Gov. Code Section
8574) CCR Title 8-Section 5192 (q) CCR
Title 19-Section 2520.
You Will need to attend all sessions
to receive certification.
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Full day classes, full of learning and hands-on involvement

Tuesday

Z810 Masters of Gas Detection
Chris Wrenn

A comprehensive course in the
fundamentals of handheld gas detection
for use in confined space entry and
HazMat. It explains why we need gas
detection, a short discussion of chemical
properties, how gas detectors work and
an understanding of exposure limits is
included. Trainees are taught to look
through the “eyes” of the gas detector to
better solve gas detection problems by
using all the detection “angles” available
to them. Detection options (tubes, O2,
LEL, electrochemical, NDIR, PIDs, FIDs,
MOS), sensor specifications, sampling
techniques, calibration, intrinsic safety
requirements and datalogging may be
discussed.

Advanced.

Z811 What’s That? Let’s Sample it.
Kazami Brockman, Bianca Handley,
Amanda Wagner, Molly Patterson

Ever wondered, “How do I sample that?”

This class is going to tell you that. This

class will be a whirlwind tour of sampling

techniques on all types of media from

the water beneath the earth to the air in

the sky and everything in between. It is

brought to you by the emergency response
folks at EPA who come out and cleanup
the mess after a big incident and have to
sample everything to get rid of it. The
course will include lecture, case studies
and hands-on sampling exercises.

Basic.

Z812 Effective After-Action
Reporting and Continuous
Improvement - New
Approaches
Kim Fletcher, Delilah Barton, Robert
Fletcher

Haz-Mat Responders know quite well

the value of the AAR process. In times

of change, budget constraints and
uncertainty, a focus on continuous
improvement can help Responders and
their organizations become even more
agile and effective. By the end of this
course, you will learn how AARs and
continuous improvement activities refine
problem solving, promote accountability,
surge innovation, expand adaptability and
agility and increase team collaboration.

This is an interactive course, and we

encourage attendees to bring AARs with

them.
Basic.

Z813 HazMat Decontamination
Refresher - non certified
Michael Beeman

This is a basic refresher of

decontamination..

Basic.

Shop the
Continuing
Challenge

General Store
Hours:

Tuesday,
7:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
In front of registration

Wednesday & Thursday
7:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Near the indoor Exhibitors
Get the latest and greatest

Exclusive
Memorabilia

Only available at this
year’s workshop!

Awards Nominations
are being accepted now
at hazmat.org, under
the “About Us” tab.
Nominate someone

you know today for that
special award.

Our Purpose

The specific purpose for the Continuing Challenge Hazmat Committee is to educate, encourage and promote safe inspection
practices, response, intervention, mitigation and investigation of hazardous materials incidents in a manner that safeguards
and protects the health and safety of the emergency responder and the general public. This purpose is achieved by
conducting an annual hazardous materials conference known as the “Continuing Challenge Hazardous Materials Workshop.”
The Committee is comprised of government and industry emergency response organizations promoting timely and
appropriate response to hazardous materials incidents that might occur within the community.

Register online at www.hazmat.org I 7



Wednesdav Morning

- Onening Ceremonies
1:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
Keynote Speaker
Christopher Myers

Christopher Myers, is a Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC)
with the United States Environmental Protection Agency in Los
Angeles, California. Mr. Myers became a FOSC in USEPA Region
IX in 2018 after spending 12 years as a contractor for the USEPA’s
Emergency Response Program in Regions VIl and IX. Chris-
toper is a contributor to multiple national workgroups including
the Emergency Response Technical Group, National Biological
Preparedness Workgroup, Chemical Warfare Agent Prepared-
ness Workgroup and holds the position of Co-Coordinator of the
USEPA’s National Lithium-lon Battery Emergency Response Task-
force. Mr. Myers has received multiple Gold Metals for Exceptional
Service for his involvement with wildfire disaster responses and
as part of the leadership team during the Red Hill drinking water
emergency in Hawai’i. Christopher was presented with the 2023
National OSC of the Year award, and for serving as an Incident
Commander during the Maui Wildfires was a contributing member
to the 2024 Samuel J Heyman Service to America award winning
team from the USEPA.

9:30 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.
Break Time and
Exclusive Exhibitor

Time,
Both Inside and Static
Display Areas Outside

Please join our exhibitors as they
display and demonstrate the
latest and greatest equipment and
techniques available.

It is important that you visit with
the Exhibitors so you can see,
touch, and handle the products
that the Challenge instructors are
telling you about.

Don’t forget to nominate

S that deserving person

“for an award. at www.
hazmat.org/about-us/
awards/

8 I The 36th Annual Continuing Challenge HazMat Workshop



4-Hour Classes
1:00-5:00

W451 Emergency Ready: EHTER

Hands-On CrashCourse
Thaddeus Hunt, Deborah Andersdon,
Hoa Tan

Why do birds sing? Why’s the sky blue?
Why am I throwing up? And why are you
too? Investigate mysterious complaints
in your community, determine if it’s a
HazMat release, poor personal hygiene,
or a malevolent force. This hybrid course
combines lecture and exercise to apply
Environmental Health principles with
your investigative mind to resolve public
health issues. Extend your understanding
of environmental health and apply that
knowledge as you work through the
exercise. You'll walk away versed in
Environmental Health, its application,
and the union of ESF 8 and ESF 10 to
protect our communities amid disaster.
Basic

W452 Small Spills 2.0
Mark Bridges

This Small Spills class gives HazMat
Team Members and FRO’s the tools
to handle the smaller, more common
incident types safely and effectively. These
incidents range from odor complaints,
pesticide spills, abandoned chemicals,
powder calls, Stinger ops., gas leaks,
and many others. New this year is the
introduction of several check-off lists to
assist the responder. Tips, tricks, and new
techniques will also be shared. Students
will receive a flash drive containing
updated check-off lists, a HazMat Task
Book, policies, procedures, videos, and
HazMat related PowerPoints.

Basic.

W453 Essentials of Radiological
Terrorism
Carl Palladino
Are you ready to handle radiological
terrorism? Learn how to respond to a
radiological terrorist incident: nationwide
plans and procedures, detecting radiation,
handling radioactive contaminated
materials, site control, preventing
mass hysteria, media and public
communication, and more.
Basic.

W454 Two Mag)r Farming Threats

to First Responders
Patti Carter, Charolette Girocco, Gary
Smith

This session will focus on two types

of farming accidents that can cause
significant injury to the first responder:
Organophosphate accidents and Ammonia-
leak accidents with low level wind. The
student, after practicing response scenarios
in a tabletop exercise, will understand

Wednestay Afternoon

how to recognize the need for and the
ordering process for the CHEMPACK in
organophosphate events, as well as how to
maintain a safe response in an ammonia
accident with low level wind. The students
will also receive an overview of the
Ammonia Safety and Training Institute
CONOPS Plan for Ammonia response.
Basic.

W455 Basic CAMEO for HazMat
Responders
Tom Bergman
This course covers the basic operations
of the 4 CAMEO Suite programs that
are routinely utilized during chemical
incidents. Participants will use CAMEO
Chemicals to obtain SDS-style information
for chemicals along with using the
associated Reactivity Worksheet to
determine potential reactions between
identified chemicals. Participants will use
ALOHA to examine potential downwind
contamination zones and will plot multiple
ALOHA plumes onto the MARPLOT
program. Also, participants will review
using the CAMEOfm program to manage
Facility, Resources, and Special Location
information.
Basic.

W456 Bio-101: The Basics Of
Biological Agent Response &
Cleanup
Shannon Serreom, Mark Durno

Responding to a biological agent incident

presents unique challenges to responders.

This half-day course will focus on the basics

biological responses to guide you to the

proper resources needed to navigate a site or

emergency. Participants will be provided a

review of biological science basics, an overview

of EPA authorities related to biological agent
response, related case-studies, and an overview
of resources available to responders. Participants
will also learn about current technologies,
processes, and resources associated with all
phases of a cleanup which includes, but is not
limited to characterization, decontamination,
waste management, verification and clearance,
and transition to re-occupancy.

Basic.

W457 The Challenges of Complex

Plugging and Patching
Jon Poganski, Pat Johnson, Jacob
Poganski

This class is designed to mitigate the most
commonly used components for emergency
and temporary leak stoppage of liquid or
bulk hazardous materials due to punctures,
gashes, cracks or surface rotting in most of the
common containers. Each student will receive
hands on training on at least five different Kits.
Intermediate Hazmat Technician or
Specialist

2 Hour Classes
1:00-2:45

W251 You’ve Got Gas! (and the
Vapors) - Now What?
Chris Weber
Come take a journey through incident
response to gas and vapor emergencies. We'll
take a close look at the behavior of chemicals
in the air, how to detect their presence, what
their various hazards are, and the importance
of - and how to - identify them. We will look
at actual incidents and use chemical samples
to help us understand and plan for the real
incidents we’re bound to respond to.
Basic.

W252 Tribal Engagement During
Oil Spills.
Cindy Murphy, Michael Horn, Yvonne
Addassi, John Smith
Tribal Engagement During Oil Spills provides
an overview of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act and the 1997
Programmatic Agreement, outlining the
process for determining the presence or
absence of cultural resources. The course
will also explore real-world oil spill case
studies, highlighting best practices for Tribal
engagement and collaboration in spill response
effort.
Basic.

W253 CNG Cylinder Damage
Assessment and Render-Safe
Tactics
Toby Frost, Gary Sharp

This technician/specialist level workshop

will help prepare participants to conduct a

damage assessment on compressed natural

gas (CNG) cylinders and render them safe

if damaged. The workshop will cover CNG

cylinder construction, CNG vehicle systems

components, multiple system shut-down
procedures, damage assessment criteria, system
depressurization options, defueling/venting

CNG cylinders, and valve override options.

Intermediate. No prerequisites

W254 There is no such thing as
“Nerve Gas” Understanding
CWAs, their Detection and
Decision-Making
Chris Wrenn

This course educates responders about CWAs

(Chemical Warfare Agents), what they are, where

they come from and the various clues we can use

to identify their presence and act accordingly.

CWA response is a 5-step process using physical

& biological clues coupled with location,

classification & identification technologies. In

this course responders will learn how to properly
layer these clues and technologies to quickly make
effective decisions in the case of a CWA incident.

This course can include a hands-on scenario

based practical session using real instruments.

Advanced. This is a technician level
course. One must fully understand and
be able to use a variety of gas detection
technologies.

Register online at www.hazmat.org I 9



Wednestay Afternoon [continued)

W255 Building and growing the
relationships for your Joint
Hazardous Assessment Team
(JHAT)

Robert Dunivin, Michael Hammett
Captain Robert Dunivin and members of
the LAFD JHAT unit in conjunction with
Sargent Mike Hammett of LAPD’s Hazmat
Unit will discuss the JHAT concept and
utilizing the a JHAT for event specific
response for daily hazmat calls as well as
the “Big One”. The team will discuss the
continuing relationship development,
training and adapting to new threats, new
people and new agencies involved with

your JHAT program.
Basic.

W256 Legal Aspects of Fire/Hazmat
Response
Alan Finkelstein
This class will provide an overview of
the legal ramifications of fire department
hazmat response. Among the topics
covered will be environmental and
workplace regulations, agencies involved,
and legal rights and responsibilities. Basic
legal concepts will be discussed with case
studies presented as illustration.
Basic.

W257 Emerging Tech for Hazmat
Teams
Chris Pfaft
During this presentation, we will discuss
current and emerging technologies within
the world of hazmat. From the lessons I
has learned working with his 60-member
team in Washington, we will discuss the
basic history of his team in relation to
training and equipment. We will then
move on to some new technologies that
have been recently available and emerging
training formats that have grown in the
past few years. We will then go over an
analysis that your team may need and,
more importantly, what they may NOT
need.
Basic.

2:45-3:19
Afternoon Break

in the Exhibitor Area both
inside and outside

2-Hour Classes
3:19-9:00

W271 Asbestos Fire Cleanup
Procedures-Fires, Floods and
the Los Angeles Fires- 2025
Michael Haynes

Emergency Response Professionals and

Firefighters Face Exposures. We now know

after every Fire, Flood or Earthquake,
Emergency Responders continue to face
Asbestos hazards in their line of work. An
occupational group i.e. ER professionals,
Firemen and Law Enforcement continue to
overlook the Risk of an Asbestos Exposure,
which can lead to illness. Asbestos Containing
Materials or Asbestos Containing Wastes
Materials are encountered at damaged
buildings due to Demolitions, Fires and
Construction activities, and Structural damage
from illegal Grow/Extraction operations are
now added to the list.

Basic.

W272 Transitioning from the
Dynamic Operations Phase
of an Incident to the Static
Mitigation Phase.

Fernando Florez

Clear communication and coordination

is necessary for the successful transition

from the dynamic phase of an incident
to the static mitigation phase. Identifying
and working with all stakeholders is
important for an efficient and smooth
transition. The Los Angeles County Fire

Department’s Health Hazardous Materials

Division will share its vast experience in

working with both phases of hazardous

materials incidents.
Basic.

W273 Hazardous Materials
Modeling and Information
Sharing Tools
Toby Frost, Gary Sharp

The workshop will help prepare

HazMat technician to employe multiple

HazMat/CBRN electronic references

simultaneously to plot emergency

response distances on a map, wirelessly
share information, and support risk-based
response decision making. The workshop
will focus on free and low-cost apps that
are easy-to-use and readily available to all

HazMat responders.

Basic.

W274 What'’s the HeatScore:
Planning for Extreme Heat
and Smoke for Hazmat
Responders
Karen Riveles, Walker Wieland

This class will discuss the combined

risk to health of both extreme heat

and wildfire smoke and demonstrate

OEHHASs new CalHeatScore tool. Hazmat

responders in the field can be exposed to

both wildfire smoke and extreme heat at
the same time and have an increased risk
for health effects. OEHHA’s CalHeatScore
is an extreme heat ranking system that
can assist with planning for hazmat
responders during operations outdoors
who seek up-to-date information

about heat risks and resources to keep

themselves safe.

Basic

W275 Yes It’s True: Downrange
Gas and Vapor identification
and Quantification with
Handheld FTIR
Jeremy VanAuker

FTIR is a standard tool for identifying

solids and liquids in hazmat response,

but gas-phase identification has

been challenging. FTIR provides

highly specific spectral data, enabling

identification through vast libraries and

quantitative analysis in ppm without
calibration. However, water vapor

and CO interference and sensitivity

limitations in handheld systems

have hindered its use in downrange

operations. This workshop explores

new FTIR advancements that overcome
these challenges. Through field case
studies, participants will learn how

FTIR enhances PIDs, multi-gas meters,

and colorimetric tubes, improving PPE

selection and site remediation for more
informed hazmat decision-making.
Basic

W276 The Path Forward: How
Hazardous Materials Team
Members Can Provide
a Useful Service as
Consultants
Philip White

This instructor-led course is designed

to inform hazardous materials team

personnel seeking to work as consultants

what they need to do to be successful.

Members of hazardous materials teams

whether in the public or private service

are provided unique opportunities to
develop important environmental health
and safety knowledge and skills sought
after by private industry, government,
and the military. In this course attendees
will learn how to prepare to become
recognized as a subject matter expert and

a successful consultant on environmental

health, and safety issues.

Basic.

W277 DDR Batterg Shipments,
Codes and Placarding
Chris Pfaft
Last year, we spoke about the fire code
specifically and the challenges of Lithium-
Ion batteries. We kick it up a notch this
year with a FULL discussion on all of
the codes that relate specifically to DDR
batteries. This discussion entails fire code,
the DOT and PHMSA, Maritime and air
transport. Tactical discussions are mixed
in with these code challenges to properly
prepare all responders for the potential
event.
Basic.
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Wednesday Evening and Thursday Morning

Thursday
4-Hour Classes
1:30-11:30

T411 MC306/DOT406 TANKER
ROLLOVER RESPONSE or
“What happens when they
park the truck dirty side up
instead of down”

Nick Vent

SD HIRT, EPA, SDFD, and Bomb

Arson units learned information to help

protect First Responders, protect the

public and environment, help develop
mitigation tactics and help ensure the
safe containment, transportation and
recycling or disposal of lithium-ion
batteries. We put various battery sizes
and chemistries to the test in a real
room and conducted all sorts of air
monitoring to determine chemicals
present, tested exposed PPE/turnouts
for contaminants, put battery containers
to the test (up to 4 battery packs) and
worked with the local bomb arson unit
to see what happens when they go off in
areal room.
Intermediate. FRO, Techs and
Specialists will get a lot out of this
course. especially if you have already
responded to an incident.

T412 Get to Know Chemical
Processes used in lllicit
_Il__zg? (Part 1 of 2), Part 2 is

Chris Weber
Illicit labs are complex incidents
due to the presence of a variety of
chemicals, glassware, equipment, and
chemical processes. Hazmat responders
are typically unfamiliar with these
situations which increases the danger
to responders and the public. We will
explain how these chemical processes
work and show chemical processes
in action. Students will have the
opportunity to engage in recon, air
monitoring, sampling, and chemical
identification activities at simulated labs
running active systems. Come join us
to gain real world experience before you
find yourself on such an incident. In this
part we will focus on drug and CWA
labs.

Intermediate.

T413 History of lllegal Drug Labs
and Current Manufacturing
Trends
NCC Training/NES, Brian Escamilla,
Jerry Bucklin

This course provides a broad historical

review of Drug Labs in the United

States and California specifically. The

emphasis is placed on chemicals used,

manufacturing methods, hazards that

Wednesday evening following the Dinner
Show your understanding and mastery of Field Chemistry, the core of HazMat,
by assembling your team and registering online NOW for the
31st year running of the “Name that Unknown” contest.

?

Establish your agency as top professionals in this field. Bring whatever
identification methods or equipment you will need — e.g., your agencies field
methods, 5 steps, HazMat IDs, Hapsites, etc. We will provide HazCat® Kits (for
use during the contest) to all contestants that do not bring their own equipment.
The unknowns will consist of 4 solids and 4 liquids of unmixed products.

Assemble your team and Register NOW!

Team registration information and forms are available
online at https://www.hazmat.org
under the About Us tab, then down to “Name That Unknown” contest page.

are presented to agency personnel and
current trends in illegal manufacturing.
The handout provided includes the
text and pictures provided during the
presentation.

Basic.

T414 Murphy’s Law and Laws of
Physics as They Apply to
the Recovery and Transfer
of Cargo Tank Loads of
Hazardous Materials, Theory
and Practice
Paul Horgan

A practical look at how the laws of

physics, physical properties of chemicals

effect the recovery methods you should
select to offload hazardous materials
from cargo tanks or other bulk packages.

Looking at both theoretical and practical

limitation of package stabilization and

securement, product recovery and
transfer operations. Looking beyond past
just the chemical properties but into how
the physical properties of the hazardous
materials affect the containment,

and transfer operations. Additionally

looking at the mechanics of cargo tank

recoveries.
Intermediate.

T415 Advanced Radiation for

Emergency Response

Carl Palladino, Evan McKenzie, Zhi

Zhang, Joe Hurtado
Your awareness and operational level
radiation training may not fully prepare
you for an actual radiological emergency.
You will learn advanced techniques to
protect responders and the public, and
how to properly respond to and control
a radiological emergency. Then you
will apply these tools to a simulated
emergency response exercise with live,
highly radioactive agents-they will
make your instruments scream! Bring
your radiation instruments to class, if
possible.

Advanced.

T416 Improvised Nuclear
Detonation Considerations
Chuck Tobias, Sheldon Fung, Bill
Potter
Do you know what to do to keep you
safety during an Improvised Nuclear
Detonation? Our response culture may
injure or kill those tasked with being first
on scene. California on its own for up
to 72 hours, our initial response actions
will determine whether we survive or
become an additional casualty. This
four-hour presentation and discussion
will introduce concepts that will give
you the best chance at making life saving
decisions for you and those we are sworn
to protect.
Basic.

T417 Basic CAMEO for HazMat
Responders
Tom Bergman
This course covers the basic operations
of the 4 CAMEOQ Suite programs that
are routinely utilized during chemical
incidents. Participants will use
CAMEO Chemicals to obtain SDS-
style information for chemicals along
with using the associated Rea